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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The program year 2009-2010 was an eventful year filled with challenges and many
rewards. A constant focus for Head Start programs is to ensure that we are meeting all
of the required Performance Standards. It was especially important as we prepared for the
triennial Office of Head Start Monitoring Review which occurred in March, 2010. A team of
nine federal reviewers spent a week scattered in all of our centers evaluating the component
areas as observed through interviews and documentation to determine our compliance with
Head Start Performance Standards. | am proud to report that we received a glowing review
with only one item identified as a concern and which was corrected while the team was still
present.
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. o In addition we made great progress on the Early Head Start Expansion projects. The
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two year grant award of $2,682,385 funded through Federal Economic Stimulus funds was
received in late November 2009 and we immediately began work implementing the plans.
The grant award will provide services to an additional 104 children and pregnant women at
three sites, Slidell, Robert and Bogalusa. Under the direction of Ola Magee, Early Head Start
Director, and the project director for construction, Judy Loyde, the three expansion sites have
been planned with renovations and building beginning in the summer and fall of 2010.
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Please take time to review the information in our Annual Report. If you have any questions

feel free to contact me at sspring@rccdc.org.
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Along with the majority of residents in the Gulf Coast area we also enjoyed
supporting and celebrating the New Orleans Saints as they completed a winning
season and won the ultimate goal, the NFL Super Bow! Championship. | had fun

practicing a cheer with children at the Robert Head Start Center.
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